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BOOK REVIEWS 

METHODS AND PRINCIPLES 

Zusammenhdnge und Konvergenz. Felix von Luschan. (Reprint 
from Mitteilungen der Anthropologischen Gesellschaft in Wien, vol. 
48.) Vienna: 1918, 117 pp. 

The contrasting principles of diffusion and convergence have rarely 
been so critically balanced and concretely illustrated as in this essay. 
Von Luschan makes propaganda for neither. He adduces parallels in 
order to dissect and estimate them. Time and again he comes to the 
conclusion that in such a feature diffusion is suggested, but remains to 
be proved, in another convergence is possible. His interest is almost 
limitless, his knowledge that of the many-sided scholar, his point of view 
thoroughly historical, his touch sure, swift, and spontaneous. He does 
not philosophize, but discusses facts. Civilized and primitive cultures 
are handled on a par. The first twenty pages introduce the problem. 
The remainder of the paper consists of a consideration of a list of cul- 
ture elements, alphabetically ordered. Among these are cat's cradles, 
alphabets, bronze, thunderstones, double eagles, iron work, fans, flood 
myths, swastika, suspension bridges, initiation ceremonies, pottery, 
Kwan-yin, solder, mankala, masks, tooth brushes, nephrite, pile dwell- 
ings, plow, bark cloth, skull cults, navigation, coiled basketry, proverbs, 
stilts, constellations, zodiac, totemism,. trephining, loom, dice, spear- 
throwers, queues, composite bows. 

" Geniality," in the senses which it has both in English and in the 
author's mother tongue, best describes the quality of this essay. 

A. L. Kroeber 

A History of the Art of Writing. William A. Mason. New York: 
Macmillan, 1920, 502 pp. 

This book is useful and very pleasant reading. Aim and treatment 
are much like those of Clodd's Story of the Alphabet, but the present 
work is two or three times as long, has a hundred more illustrations, and 
the quality of these is of the highest. They are chosen aptly, also with 
aesthetic feeling. The treatment is generally untechnical, but never to 
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